Nineteen

JL HE plague, beginning while the nation waited for one
naval battle, ended in the midst of general expectations of
another. The money voted by Parliament and the sale of
some Crown lands, the King's private estate during his life-
time, had provided the means for fitting out the fleet. James
did not commend it this time, for men were beginning to
ask why he had not more closely followed up his victory
of the year before. The new armada sailed in two sections,
one under Monk, the other commanded by Rupert.

A division of forces had been necessitated because Louis
of France was suddenly scrupulous about his oath. He said
he could no longer remain idle while his Dutch allies were
attacked. He meant that he did not wish to see England
become too strong. To the considerable enthusiasm of Eng-
lish patriots, who were always pleased to send their armies
away to fight France, Charles declared war, making it quite
plain in his proclamation that he would welcome peace, a
statement which the fire-eaters denounced as weakness of
spirit.

As it turned out Louis was merely making a gesture. He
gave the Dutch almost no material aid, although he did
force the English to divide their fleet and snatched for him-
self a stray colony or two in odd corners of the world. He
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